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Not illustrated. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XII CORONATION DAY The transformation of a
dozen years--The mystery of the unseen power-- Three cheers for King Edward !--King
Edward soup--The torchlight procession--An al-fresco concert--The coming kingdom. OUR
return to the capital had been hastened by a day or two, in order that we might be present at the
coming Coronation celebration, and we arrived to find preparations in full swing. On the
morning of June 26th (for we did not hear till later on of the postponement), the drums were
sounding in a lively way, and multitudes of white-robed people of all ages were making their
way down to the new church; the crowding hundreds overflowed into the aisle, the common
people and women seating themselves on their straw mats, or antelope and other skins, the
chiefs setting their chairs against the bright reeded pillars or the dark drab wall. The
Communion rails were brightly draped with the red, white, and blue of the Union Jack. To a
visitor peeping in, the scene would have been a striking one, as, in a strangely guttural
language, but to the old familiar tune, that thronged congregation of black folk joined in
singing with all their heart God save the King. A dozen years ago very few of them knew the
look of a European (except some few who might have seen Stanley, when he passed through
Uganda or came from the Pygmy Forest), and still less did they know what was meant by the
Pax Britannica, or the words of our National Anthem. Then all that vast region from the coast
to Ruwenzori, a stretch as far as from John o Groats to Lands End, was a series of petty
kingdoms and tribes like the Heptarchy of Saxon days in England, with every mans hand
against the neighbour who possessed anything, whilst all were dominated by the influence of
the Arab t...
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